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I1.—ForEIGN Potirics. 


Tue Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 11th April says that a Russian 
railway is being carried as far as Bagded. As the 
railway will bring Europe nearer to India, it will be 
very good for both for commercial as well as for postal purposes. But England 
is looking at it with fear because, she says, 1t will bring down Russia right 
upon the head of India. 


A Russian railway. 


2. The People and Pratwast [Calcutta } of the 14th April has the follow-— 


one ee ing in its English columns :— 

Indians in South Africas. When En glan d went to war with the Transvaal, 
English politicians —Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Lansdowne, for instance— 
went about the country justifying the war on this among other grounds, that 
the Boer Government was wont to oppress British Indian subjects in the 
Transvaal over whom the British Government was in duty hound to hold a 
shield of protection, Common decency therefore required that as soon as the 
British came into possession the same British Indians should be delivered from 
the yoke of oppression which ground them down to dust, and be guaranteed a 
more considerate treatment. But, alas, the erver of British politicians, 
like piecrust, are only meant to be broken! So far from receiving the 
promised redress, British Indians in the Transvaal are being treated worse than 
ever, under the new regime. For them it has been a transition out of the 
frying pan into the fire, For whereas under the old Boer regime certain Anti- 
Indian laws were allowed to lapse into dead letters, they are being enforced in 


all their severity and rigour, since the government of the country changed — 


hands. And as if this was not enough, further insult is to be added to injury 
and the agonies be piled on mountain high. It has been decided to enforce 
another most obnoxious law of the late Republics—one that, like the others, 
must have also become a dead-letter—assigning bazars in every town where 
alone Asiatics will be permitted to trade, look at the wording of the telegram. 
Those not knowing how the wind sits in that quarter may run away with the 
idea that a new privilege has been bestowed upon the Asiatics, whereas, in 
point of fact, an important right hag been filched away from them. In the 
above telegram the emphasis is intended to be laid on the word alone, which 
word again qualifies bazars and not Asiatics. They will be allowed to trade 
only in those hazars and nowhere else; in other words, they are to be segregated 
like plague-stricken persons and shut out of the resorts of white men who look 
upon their very presence as a contamination and prefer their room to their 
company. And a Christian Government who fattens on the cream of India is 
not ashamed to put such a monstrous affront and slight on the natives of this 
country. And Lurd Curzon, who considers India to be the keystone of the 
British Empire, does not appear to have protested against the infamous iniquit 
and shame. Exceptions, we were told, will be made in favour of educated, 
civilized Asiatics. But since the last word on the subject must lie with the 


we men they will all, we may depend upon it, receive the same short 
shrift. ? 


Il .—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—~ Police. 

3. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh) of the 7th April says that gambling 

. ee has of late increased in the town of Mymensingh. 
Mymonsingh disteit, * ‘* ‘““* There are now gambling-houses in Muchooa Bazar, 
re Choto Bazar and other places ; and a large number 
of illiterate people gamble there, and many have been ruined. The other day, 
a dealer in rice lost the entire proceeds of his day’s sale in gambling and at 
last had to part with his horse. The police has no power to suppress gambling. 
In view of these circumstances, the Gambling Act ought to be extended to the 
Mymensingh district. es | 
4. The Medint Bandhav (Midnapore] of the 8th April says that about 

ini pene a month ago six cows were stolen from the cowshed 
Pesce ace A loniel of one Lakshmi Narayain Jana of village Bala- 
'  Yampur in Kharagpur thana and carried to the 
jungles where they were slaughtered for their skin. Again on the 27th of 
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March at about 9 P.m., 14 cows were gagged and were th 
carried away from the cowshed of one Rama Nath Das of village Rane 
in the same thana, when Rama Nath somehow got scent of the affais at 
raised a hue and cry. Upon this, the thieves let go 13 cows, and ran off 
with one, which was in a state of pregnancy, to a neighbouring thal, where she 
was slaughtered and her skin taken off. ‘There is just now a panic amono the 
villagers on this account. Will the local police see to this ? . 


5. The Jaynagar correspondent of the same paper says that coolie 

sini iia recruiters are vigorously at work there. The other 

Sapa the Midnapore district, Gay a recruiter came to Jaynagar and decoyed 19 

persons to Goalundo by offering them employment 

on good wages. ‘The trick was, however, discovered at Goalundo, and they 
managed to escape, returning home after nine days’ incessant walkin 

Another recruiter has sent to Calcutta 30 persons as coolies, from Golan 

chak. No traces have yet Deen found of them, and a search is proceeding. 


6. . In continuation of the complaints published in its previous issues the 
—— Sanjivani {| Calcutta] of the 9th April publishes the 
Oppressiveness of the chauki- following further complaints against chaukidars 
Gart-tad. and the chaukidari-tax :-— | 
(1) Nayabari, Tangail, Mymensingh.—That complaints are not heard 
against chaukidars and the chaukidari-tax 1s because people who are able to make 
complaints are silenced by the panchayets and chaukidars by low or nominal] 
assessments. The well-to-do people have little to complain of in the matter of 
the tax. It is the poor only to whom great injustice is done by high 
assessments. The collection book of circle No. 3 of the Kalihati thana, which 
was inspected by the correspondent in the month of Jyaistha last, showed the 
following assessments :— 
(1) Babu Kailas Chandra Sen, the chief officer of a zamindar of - 
Nayabari, 8 annas. 
2) Najafat Ali Mir Saheb, Re, 1. 
tS) Gachhumadari Behari, 8 annas. 
(4) Bendu Mandal, 6 annas. 


Though these are all well-to-do people, their assessments were as low as 


stated above, whilst some very poor people like Nila Shaikh, Dila Shaikh and 


Kaun Shaikh who live from hand-to-mouth as day-labourers, and whose tax 
has every time to be realised by the attachment and sale of their few domestic 
utensils, were assessed at Re. 1, Re. 1-4, or Re 1-8. 

The chaukidar of Nayabari resides in a village two miles from Nayabari 
and is never seen at Nayabari except at the time of collecting the tax. 
Considering the oppression which is committed on poor people in the realisation 
of the tax and the meagre service they receive from chaukidars, the services of 
chaukidars should be dispensed with and the chaukidari-tax should be abolished. 

(2) Raituti, thana Badla, district Mymensingh——The greatest hardship is 
caused to the residents, most of whom are poor, by the chaukidari-tax, which 
is now assessed at very high rates. As chaukidars now-a-days do not perform 
the duty of watch and ward, chaukidars are not needed by a village like this. 
The services of one chaukidar will be quite enough for it. 

(3) Iliskol, commonly called Madhupur, district Faridpur.—The village 
contains a number of talukdars whose incomes average from Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 
a year, but the rest of the residents are very poor. each there was only 
one chaukidar in the village, but the number has been increased to two with 4 
dafadar over them. The rate of the tax, too, has been increased fourfold. 
The injustice and zu/um committed in the assessment and realisation of the 
tax will be clearly seen from the following cases :— 

(a) Babu Bijoy Nath Sanyal has been absent from home for about two 
years. There is only one dilapidated room in his house. In Bijay Babu’s 
absence the panchayet sold the door of the room and a bedstead at a nominal 
price in order to realise arrears of the chaukidari-tax. 

(4) The widow of Nibaran Maitra has none to support her and _ lives with 
a daughter on what she can earn by service. She is in extremely bad circum- 
stances, yet she has ‘been assessed to a tax of 6 annas. She raises the amount 


by beggmg. | | 


( 331 ) 


(c) Govinda Chandra Das, aged 90 or 95, is a blind man without anybody 
to support him. He lives by begging. He, tov, has been assessed to a tax of 
: nd) Durga Charan Kundu earns his livelihood by selling betel-nuts and 
betel-leaves, He has been assessed to a tax of 14 annas. Last ear his only 
domestic utensil, a ofa, was sold by the panchayet in satisfaction of the tax. 
Six months after, he purchased a new lota, but this one, too, has been sold by 
the panchayet in satisfaction of the Aswin kist of the tax. ; 

(e) Dhonaulla Shaikh is a poor labourer. The amount of his tax is 
9 annas. Last year his only domestic utensil of any value, a plate, was sold in 

; i tax, 
ee og is that the chaukidari-tax causes hardship and suffering to 
94 per cent. of the residents of this village. 

The tax payable by the correspondent 15 years ago was only 9 annas. 
It is Rs. 8 now, The tax payable by most people has increased in this 
proportion. ; 

The employment of chaukidars does no good to the villagers, There are 
places as much infested by thieves and dacoits as they were formerly, before 
the employment of chaukidars, Poor villagers should, therefore, like to get rid 
of chaukidars. 


7. The same paper considers it ill-judged economy on the part of the 
Government not to publish the evidence on which 
The report of the Police Com- (Commissions, like the Universities Commission and 
ecw the Police Commission, base their reports. In the 
absence of a recorded copy of the evidence, the public have no material in 
their hands by which to judge the reports. In the case of the Universities 
Commission, the presence of an independent member like Mr. Justice Banerji 
on the Commission largely helped the public to form a correct estimate of that 
body’s report. But a similar opportunity is not likely to occur in the case of 
the Police Commission’s report, because the only Indian member on that 
Commission is a man who possesses no independence. His membership of the 
Commission is likely to do much harm and no good to the country. No reform 
of the police can be expected if he says “jo hookum, huzoor” to what the 
official members say. | 


8. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th April says that within a few days 
after the dead body of a Musalman had been found 


_ in Bhabani Charan Dutta’s Lane, the dead body of 
a Hindu was found floating in the College Square tank. Both the bodies bore 
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marks of violence on them, while the mouth of the former was fullof mud. The - 


cases do not appear to be cases of suicide. But the police has not yet been able 
to throw any light on them. Ah, the efficiency of the Calcutta police ! 


9. A correspondent, writing to the Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 

: ere, 12th April from Kaikala in the Hooghly district, 

iniux t—(C~Cé S'S that there has been some unfairness in the 
assessment of the chaukidari-tax, 

Some persons, who are neighbours and friends of the assessor, are taxed 
less than others in much worse circumstances. The collection of the tax was 
also attended with considerable hardship to the villagers. An old woman’ ran 
to the correspondent’s house with her household brass utensils in order to insure 
their safety against the collecting officer. Another woman, who lives by sell- 
ing cowdung cakes, earnestly pleaded absolute inability to pay the tax and said 
that the only alternative left to her was to desert the village and live elsewhere. 


10. The Bikas [ Barisal] of the 12th April says that of late acts of la wless- 


Bad characters in Barjeal town, 2°89 #04 ruffianism have increased in Bogura and 

Sey Pere ere. thers aeaiee of the toe ol Barisal, aa have 
become aterror to the peaceful population. Of the three persons who were 
charged with trespass and violence in the house of Babu Nishi Kanta Maulik, 
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two have been sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for three months. But the 


third, named Kailas Datta, is non est ; and every effort should be made to arrest 
him. Now, there are other ruffians besides these three persons who took part in 


the unlawful act in the house of Nishi Babu, These persons ought to be bound 
down to keep the peace. : | oe 
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11. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 12th April says: One 
inhabitant of village Mingalhets in tbe Bn 
district, gave information at the Kotwali to the 
effect that Bishai, Forman, Armangaji and 
several others had murdered one Rahimuddi, The matter was inquired into 
first by the Special Police Inspector, — Babu Kali Kishor Chaudhuri, then 
by the District Superintendent of Police himself, and then by Babu Kal; 
ishor again. The District Superintendent of Police put some persons in hajut 
but Babu Kali Kishor was of opinion that it was a false case. According to the 
Kasipur Nivasi, however, Babu Kali Kishor was obliged to send ina report in 
A Form by order of the District Superintendent of Police. In that report Babu 
Kali Kishor recorded his reasons for thinking that the case was a false one, 
The case in due course came up for trial before Mr. Kingsford, the Additional 
Sessions Judge, who not only acquitted the accused, but called upon the com. 
plainant and his witnesses to show cause why they should not be prosecuted 
under section 1 °3. Now, will the authorities inquire why the District 
Superintendent of Poliee ordered Kali Kishor Babu to send up the accused for 
trial in A form in face of the opinion of the latter, who is an officer of ability 
and experience ? 


12, The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen {Calcutta | of the 13th April 


is sorry that the police officers who accompanied the 


Misconduct of the police officers ‘J’azia processions of the Shiahs on the occasion of the 
who accompanied the Tazia pro- 


Raney last Muharram celebration in Calcutta polluted th 
al 7 * i * p * © 
ne garden where the Shiahs carried their Tazias for the 


final ceremony, by drinking wine in it—a proceeding which gave great offence 
to every body present. 


13. The Nangalband correspondent of the People ond Prativasi [Calcutta] 


of the 14th April writes regarding the last Bathing 
The last Bathing fair at Nan- fair :-— . | 
ae ae ee (1) The water of the Brahmaputra was 


extremely muddy, owing to there being no strong 

current. The arrangement made by the authorities for the supply of pure 
drinking water was insufficient. 

(2 ‘I'he drainage and conservancy arrangements were bad. 

(3) The ground on which the mela was held was not levelled at all. 

(4) Stall-keepers complained of high rates of rent. 

(5) Gambling was in full swing. 

(6) ‘There was a large concourse of immoral men and women, indudging 
in all sorts of obscene songs and drunken orgies. | 

(7) ‘This time only one woman was reported to have been kidnapped. 


The police arrangements at the bathing ghats were excellent; only one police- 
man was reported to have behaved rudely to some pilgrims. 


_— 


A false case of murder in the 
Barisal district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 
14, The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 8rd April says that on the 12th March 


re last one Muacha Miya brought a charge of assault 
The Deputy Magistrates of soainst Babu Bidhu Bhusan Sen, an inhabitant of 
Noakhali. S . : S ° 
enpara in the Noakhali town, in the Court of Sasi 
Babu, Deputy Magistrate. On this Purna Babu, another Deputy Magistrate of 
the place, came to Sasi Babu’s Court and both asked the complainant to withdraw 
the complaint. But this the complainant did not do. Purna Babu, who 18 4 
great friend of the defendant, then took the case on his own file. Four days 
after this a counter-case under section 490 of the Indian Penal Code was 
brought against Muacha Miya by one Roshan Ali, Bidhu Babu’s servant. This 
case was tried by Upendra Babu, the local Treasury officer, who finished 16 
hastily and sentenced Muacha to one month’s rigorous imprisonment. On the 
other hand, Purna Babu tried the case against Bidhu Babu.in his absence and 
dismissed it in spite of a brilliant array of evidence against him, and a few days 
after ordered Muacha to pay him Rs. 20 as damage. 
A few days after this Bidhu Babu’s house caught fire.and was burnt down. 
On this Purna Babu requested Sasi Babu to issue a warrant against Abdul 


Chhoban, Muacha’s master, and Sasi Babu thereupon actyally wrote. out & 


Ae By) 5 
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warrant. But the Court Sub-Inspector, Sris Babu, told him that no warrant 
could. be legally issued against the man. _ On this the warrant sheet was torn up. 
Sasi Babu then sought the help of the District Magistrate in the matter, but the 
latter also did nothing to help him. Sasi Babu consequently had to keep silent 


at last. | 
15. Referring to the appointment of Mr. W. b. Thomson as Magistrate of 

| Mywensingh in the place of Mr. Blackwood, the 
Charu Mihir [Mym2nsingh|] of the 7th April says :— 
We are strcngly opposed to frequent changes in the 
executive headship of districts, ‘This is inconvenient 
both to Magistrates and those whose affairs he 1s charged with. It is essential 
that Magistrates should thoroughly know the people and their condition. 
How this knowledge can be acquired in less than three months passes our com- 
prehension. Mymensingh has seen three District Magistrates during the last few 
months. We have often expressed our strong disapproval of such changes; but 
the authorities will not listen to us, 


. T 


16. The same paper says that Mr. Teunon, District Judge of Mymen- 
singh, has prescribed an examination in English 
hand-writing and English language for all Civil 
Couit amla excepting the principal ones. The 
amla will be divided into two classes, according to the result of this examina- 
tion, which wil also determine their promotion. But it is doubtful if real 
merit can be tested by such an examination. It is to be hoped, therefore, that 
Mr. Teunon will do his best to ascertain real merit. 


17. A correspondent (Sarat Chandra Pal) writing to the People and 
Babu Hira Lal Sen, the Khas rativast [Calcutta] of the 8th April says: Babu 
Mahal Deputy Collector of Alipore Hira Lal Sen, the Khas Mahal Deputy Collector 
in the 24- Parganas. of Alipore in the 24-Parganas, generally comes to 
office at 1 or 1-30 p.m, and begins work at 2. He generally uses harsh 
words. Applications for mutation of names are kept hanging fire fur one 
year or more, and no notices are issued. 


18. The Medini Bandhav {Midnapore] of the &th April says: Although 
we are glad that Mr. H. Luson, Magistrate of 
Midnapore, has been promoted to officiate as 
Additional Commissioner of the Patna Division, we 
are sorry to part with a noble-minded and popular Magis‘rate like him. His 
earliest public utterances, wheu he assumed charge of office in November 1901, 
raised high expectations:in our mind. Those expectations have not as yet 
been fulfilled; they have just begun to show signs of fruition. It is, therefore, 
that we are very much unwilling to part with him at this time. — 

The skilful administration of Mr. Luson has very nearly extinguished the 
flame of enmity between the powerful landholders, Messrs. Watson & 
Co., and their poor tenants about enhancement of rent. It is hardly to 
be doubted that the extinction of the fire would have been certain and a 
complete reconciliation brought about, if Mr. Luson had been permitted to 
stay here a little longer. But that was not to be, and Mr. Luson goes away 
without finishing his noble work, to the great sorrow of all. © | 

If Mr, Luson had not felt strongly for the paik chaukidars, they would 
most certainly have been deprived of the paikan lands. The settlement of 
these lands is now in progress; and if Mr, Luson had been permitted to stay 
here some time longer, the settlements would have been completed and the 
rents fixed. We fear the paik chaukidars will have to meet with some difii- 
culty or other in finishing the matter. This is another cause of our sorrow 
at Mr, Luson’s departure from Midnapore, 

_ Mr. Luson was a friend and supporter of high education. He very much 
desired to convert. the Midnapore College into a first-grade college. In his 
educational report to Government he strongly urged the necessity of improving 
the college and placing it on a permanent footing. We owe the resuscitation 
of the local technical school to him. He advised the abolition of free coolie 
depéts from Midnapore, and an increase of the number of charitable dispen- 


saries, He sought to improve the drainage of the district and had a keen 
eye on the doings of th 
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Magistrate in the Mymensiugh 
district. 


Examination of Civil Court 
amla in the Mymensingh district. 


Mr. Luson’s transfer from 


Midnapore. 


e police. We are convinced that but for Mr, Luson 
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the inhabitants of Nandigram and Panskura would have been made io pa 
the cost of an additional police force as a consequence of the Nandipram a 
Diglabarh riots. He was a true friend and protector of the poor. He used 
to read their petitions himself and was ot to remove their grievances, |; 


is for these reasons that we are grieved to bid him good-bye. 
19. ‘the Pallivast [Kalna} of the 8th April, complaiming of the law’s 


ie ..., delay, says that the judiciary ought to be strensth. 
ot da, = ee a oes By increasing their number instead” a 


increasing their salaries, they may be saved extra 
labour and suitors may be saved much hardship and inconvenience, Is it 


not more desirable to enjoy better health than a larger salary ? 
20. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika {Calcutta} of the 
ae 8th April says that witnesses im the Court of 
6 at Salkeld, Subdivisional y¥. Salkeld, Subdivisional Officer of Karimesn; 
cer of Karimgapj, Assam. : | | : eany, 
are not permitted to look the pleaders in the face 
but are made to stand with their back towards them, Pleadors are not rhe 
ted to have inspe-tion of court papers. When they refer to High Court orders 
on any subject, Mr. Salkeld says that his Court is not the High Court. These 
and similar other acts of Mr. Salkeld have been a source of i | 
annoyance to the people of Karimgan}. Now, one way open to European 
Magistrates to obtain promotion is to supply material for condemnation to 
the native press. This Mr. Salkeld has done. It is therefore to be hoped 
that the Government of Bengal will soon see its way to promote Mr. Salkeld 
to a Magistrateship. 
21. ‘The same paper says :— 
, P a The case against Mr. Martin, charged with 
Morte mareer case against St. the murder of one Vishnu Bauri, was tried at the 
Burdwan Sessions Court by Mr. Roe and five 
jurors. Mr: Roe is well known to our readers. As Magistrate of Rajshahi, 
he gained a strange noteriety; and by promoting him to the District and 
Sessions Judgeship of so important a district as Burdwan, the Govermnent of 
Bengal seems to have availed iself of an opportunity of showing to the people 
of India its peculiar appreciation of love of justice and of good service 
rendered, and of the five jurors who sat with Mr. Roe to try the ease, four were 
Europeans and one was a Bengali. ‘The pleader for the prosecution openly 
told the Court that one of the jurors was a close friend of Mr. White, who 
was a patron of Mr, Martin. The juror replied that he did not know 
Mr. Martin, and the objection was disallowed. Another juror, Mr. Davis, 
was also challenged by the prosecution on the ground that Mr. Martin bas, 
in company with his wife, paid a visit to Mr. Davis aé his house on the 
preceding day. Mr. Davis flatly denied the allegation, and the objectiom was 
disallowed. ‘hen, the Bengali juror, Babu Hira Lak Barman, was a friend 
of Babu Jadu Nath Banerji, one of the pleaders for the defence. Moreover, 


Babu Hira Lal himself was not willing to serve as a juror in the case. But 
this objection was also disallowed. 


A witness for the prosecution, while beimg cross-examined, was n0t 
prompt im answering a question. Upon this Mr. Roe, im a somewhat angry 
tne, addressing the witness, said:—‘“‘ If you do so, I shalt put you im /ajmé. 
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‘n his heart of hearts he thought that he belonged to the party of the accused. 
Therefore, addressing the witness, he said :—~ | oe 
“T am going to ask you a question through our pleader.” 
Judge: ‘* Not your pleader, I suppose.” 
Juror: ‘Yes, yes. The pleader for the defence.” _ 
Strange! How else would European offenders get justice. 


During the cross-examination of the fourth witness for the prosecution, 
Mr. Roe availed himself of an opportunity of displaying his knowledge of 


the Bengali language. The witness used the word @fe, meaning an agnatic 
relation; but Mr. Roe said that the word meant @fS, 2.¢., caste. His error 
was, however, pointed out by the pleader for the defence. 


.- The evidence for the prosecution left little room for doubting Mr. Martin’s 

uilt. No wiiness for the prosecution broke down under cross-examination. 

Yet the European jurors were unanimous in their verdict of “not guilty.” 
Mr. Roe agreed in this view and acquitted the prisoner. 

Vishnu Bauri waa destined to die an unnatural death, and the destiny 
was fulfilled. Heaven only knows whether Mr. Martin was agar Age not. 
But if a European, after murdering a native, escapes scot-free m this way, 
it only serves to embolden other Europeans to comm? snnilar crimes, Is 
this case the verdict of the jury carries no weight with us. ‘The whole country 
is alarmed, awe-stricken and filled with consternation at the result of this case, 
We hope the Government of Bengal will see its way to move the High 
Court against the acquittal of Mr. Martin and thus try to appease popular 
feeling. 
22. The Sanjivani [Calcutta | of the th April writes as follows :— 

Of the four European and one native j 3 

ag tae whol casein the Burd- gmpanelled for the trial of Mr, Martin, the proprie- 
mimes tor of the Sangramgark coal mine who was charged 
at the Burdwan Sessions with the murder of a native, the Government prose- 
cutor challenged Mr. Nicoll on the ground that he was a friend of Mr. White, 
who was a friend of the accused, and Mr. Davies on the ground that he had am 
interview with the accused und his wife. But both the objections were dis- 
allowed by the Judge. The native juror, Babu Hira Lal Burman, too, was 
challenged by the Government prosecutor, on the ground that he was a friend 
of the accused’s pleader. Babu Hira Lal himself admitted this. Yet the Judge 


disallowed the objection, 


_ The Judge’s charge to the jury in this ease contaimed reasoning of an 
umique character. He told the jury :—“ You must consider this fact—would a 
man like Martin iisk his neck for the sake of shooting Bishtu (the deceased)? 
However much prestige it might give him in the village, would he put himeelf 
in @ position like this for the sake of punishing.Bishtu for calling him-sale? It 
he went out with revolvers to shoot Bishtu, would he not have had some kind 
of defence already? Has he enough to gain by killing Bishtu, such killi 
carrying with it a certainty of very great expenses in defending himself 
the possibility of hanging ? ” | 
_ In saying the above, the Judge spoke like a man ignorant of the state of 
things prevailing in this country in regard to Europeans charged with crime, 
The truth is, that Martin knew full well that even if he was charged with 
murder, he would never be found guilty of that crime by a European jury and 
that he would never be hanged. a 

The medical evidence completely disproved the accused’s plea that the 
gun had gone off accidentally when the accused was lying unconseious after 
the severe beating he had received. The doctor deposed to having observed no 
marks of beating on Martin’s body, except a slight injury on the ioner side of 
one of his thumbs, although he had examined him on the day of the occurrence, 


But the whole evidence in the case was outweighed by Martin’s own statements 
and he was discharged. te | 


., Prials like this are filling the country with discontent and indignation, and 
it 1s for the Government to consider whether steps should not be taken to put 
& stop to this state of things. id Saree ae : 


\ 
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23. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 10th April publish 


; , es a let 
purporting to be written by some rai etter, 


! page yats, complain. 
| ing that the people living on the western a a 
the river Nagar inthe jurisdiction of the Dhupchanchia outpost in thang Bogra 

. o 


suffer much inconvenience and are subjected to unnecessary expenditure and 
loss of time for not being permitted to avail themselves of the Joint Sub-Regig. 
try office at Birkedar in tne same thana, situate on the eastern side of the same 
river at a distance of only half a rasi, and for having to go to Akkelpur Sub- 
Registry office, 14 or 15 miles off, for the purpose. 


24. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th April says 
that in the Alipore Civil Court a charge called 
Publication of sale noticesina (azelte expense has to be paid by decree-holders for 
— vernacular news: the publication of sale proclamations, Execution 
| of decree is denied to the judgment-creditor who 
fails to pay this charge. For some time past parties are being obliged to 
publish sale proclamations in the Jfistabhast newspaper because it is backed 
and favoured by the Court sarishtadar. A few days ago a decree-holder 
having failed to deposit the cost of publishing the sale proclamation in this cage 
in the Mistabhasi, execution of decree was denied to him. Itisa mater of great 
wonder that such zu/m should go on so near the seat of Government, Publica- 
tion of sale proclamations in newspapers may have its use. But what purpose 
is served by their publication in an unknown newspaper like the Mistabhasi ig 
not clear. 


The editor says that the Mistabhast, of which he never heard before, must 
be a very obscure paper seldom read by any one. It could not therefore have 
secured the right of publishing sale proclamations without the sarishtadar’s help. 
Again no Judge or Munsif can confer this right on any newspaper without the 
previous sanction of Government or the High Court. The settled practice in 
this matter is that in cases of sales of Collectorate ¢aluks or very valuable estates 
only, the sale proclamations are published in the Calcutta Gazette and the chief 
public organs in the place. But to saddle poor judgment-debtors with the 
gazette expense is a great injustice to them. Poor people do not read news- 
papers, and sale notifications published in newspapers are therefore of no use 
to them. Again the people of Alipore or Sealdah can in no way be interested 
in the sales of small tenures in the subdivisional Courts of the 24-Parganas 
district. It 1s hoped that after considering all these points the District Judge 
of Alipore will relieve parties of the burden of paying expense of publishing 
sale notices in the Mistabhasi. | | 


25. Referring to the Hon’ble Mr. Rampini’s speech in the supreme Legis- 


: oe lative. Council, advocating a strengthening of the 

The question of the insufficiency jydicial staff in Bengal, and the Hon’ble Sir Denzil 
of the judicial staff in Bengal. ) ey , 

Ibbetson’s reply to it, the same paper writes as 


A registration complaint. 


follows :—_ 


‘‘Moreover, the mere existence of arrears does not of itself prove the 
insufficiency of the staff. It may result from slack and dilatory procedure, 
the remedy for which is to be found in closer and more effective supervision.” 
{n these words the Hon’ble Sir Denzil Ibbetson tried to ignore.the necessity of 
strengthening the judicial staff in Bengal, and to lay the blame for the 
existence of arrears on the shoulders of the subordinate judicial officers. But 
can the Hon’ble Home Member say, who shall do the work of supervision which 
he recommends? District and Subordinate Judges have no time to doit, On 
the contrary, they are so heavily pressed with their work that they find no 
time to exercise even the smallest control over the vagaries of Munsifs. Ii i¢ had: 
been otherwise Munsifs of the type of Bhagabati Charan Mitra and Muhammad 
Hossan would long before have ceased to exist in Bengal. Mr. Rampini says 
that it is the insufficiency of the judicial staff which is responsible for the 
frequent occurrence of judicial scandals. The High Court, on the other hand, 
does not at present know what to do with the vast amount of work i0 
its hands. There was a time when Hon’ble Judges of the High Court could 
make time to inspect mufassal law courts and exercise a healthy control over 
the actions of judicial officers. But times have changed, and it is no longer 
possible for them to do it. The public will therefore be beholden to the 


\ 
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Hon’ble Home Member, if he can make a satisfactory arrangement for the 
exercise of supervision over the subordinate judiciary. 

Again, the advisability of a “closer and more effective supervision ” does 
not of itself defeat Mr. Rampini’s point. The arrears and irregularities in 
judicial work do not now-a-days result from any slackness or dilatoriness on 
the part of judicial officers. Subordinate Judges and Munsifs, whatever their 
shortscomings, cannot be charged with these faults. It is impossible for such 
large arrears to have resulted from slackness or dilatoriness. Mr, Rampini is a 
veteran in judicial work in Bengal, whilst Sir Denzil Ibbetson has no experience 
of this wk. Mr. Rampini’s word therefore carries greater weight than that 
of the Home Member. 

The Hon’ble Home Member strongly protests against the idea that “in 
considering this matter the several adie ny of India can be treated as so 
many watertight compartments.” ut the honour of inculcating this princi- 
ple for the first time is not his. It was first preached by the Government in 
connection with the Cess and Famine Insurance Funds. But we do not admit 
the soundness of this principle. However that may be, it is the foremost duty 
of the Government to secure the best administration of justice in the country, 
and it is hoped that no amount of money, from whatever source it may come, 
will be grudged in effecting this reform. 


26. In continuation of what has appeared in previous issues, the same 

paper sahdidinn a lony correspondence in which 
Mr. Mahmud Hassan, the Ist Munsif of Begusarai, 
is charged with having unjustly harassed a local pleader, with whom he is on 
very bad terms, and with having tried to cause his annual certificate to be with- 
held on the ground of bad moral character. 


27. The Bangavasi {Calcutta} of. the 11th a refers at some length to 

_ the abuses now prevalent in the Civil Courts in 

PP _ Bots of serving Civil ¢onnection with the service of summonses and 

: notices, the execution of decrees, &c., and observes 

that the remedy proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Whitworth in his budget speech 

is not cieduiel to effectually check them. Mr. Whitworth would have 

summonses, &c., served by the Court amla instead of by peons. But would it 

be convenient for the Courts to have summonses, &c., served by the amla, who 

are not accustomed to walk long distances under a scorching sun like the men 

of the peon class? Besides, many amla may prove as corrupt as the peons. 
The true remedy will lie in the following reforms :— 


(1) Summonses against defendants should not be served in the same 
manner as su bpeenas against witnesses. 


(2; A summons should not be taken as served, unless it has. been served 
on the defendant personally, and his thumb. impression on the 
return has been obtained by the peon. 


(3) Return of service of summons should be filed in Court at least a fort- 
night before the date fixed for the hearing of the case. 


(4) If the defendant does not appear in Court on the first day of hearing, 

a fresh summons should be issued against him, and one copy of it 
should be made over to a peon or bailiff for service, and another 
copy should be sent to the defendant by registered post, the post- 
peon delivering the latter getting the addressee’s signature, as 
well as his thumb impression on the receipt, which should be 
returned to Court by post. 


(5) meet decrees should not be passed, unless the above proeedure 
as been observed. 


The Ist Munsif of Begusaral. 


(6) Notices of sale and warrants of attachment should be served by 


peons, but the peons should, in every case, obtain the j i cen 
debtor’s thumb impression, as well as his aigneiere, if practicable, 
on the receipt. In the case of praperty sold in execution of an 
ex-parte decree,.not only should notiee of sale be served on the 
judgment-debtor, but — of it should be up in some con- 
spicuous place in the police-station and in the post-office within 
whose jurisdictions the judgment-debtor lives, and the officer 
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in charge of the police-station should, by means of a chaukidar 
and the postmaster, by means of a peon, inform the judgment- 
debtor of the fact. 

(7) A re-trial should be allowed in every case disposed of ex-parte, 


Some people consider that the abuses connected with the service of 
summonses, &c., would disappear, if they were served by post. But this would 
throw a vast amount of additional work on the post-office, inasmuch as peons 
serving processes would, in every case, have to go to Court to make an affidavit 
of service, and may also be often wanted as witnesses to speak to proper service. 
Post peons also are ill-paid men, and may be as open to corruption as Court 
peons. The best thing would be to have all processes served both by Court 
peons and through the post-office. The post-office will simply return the 
receipt of the addressee to court, while the necessary affidavit of service should 
be made by the Court peon. . 

Another means of checking such abuses may be secured by giving promo- 
tion to only such peons as have served the longest number of processes on the 
defendants personally, and by dismissing, after a warning, such as fail to show 
personal service in about half the total number of summonses, &c., made over 
to them. 


28. Referring to the granting of 50 a leave to Babu biharilal 
| . Banerji, 3rd Sub-Judge of Comilla, the Pratinidhi 
Pong lmmam Sub. [Comilla] of the 11th April says that probably he 
_— will not come to Comilla again. He is the onl 
Premchand-Roychand scholar among Sub-Judges. But it is not only for his 
deep learning that he isso much loved and respected. His amiable manners, 
his simplicity and courtesy, and, above all, his judicial patience and love of 


justice have won him the esteem of all. 


29. Referring to Mr. Martin’s case, the Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the lith 
April says that a consideration of the decision of 
the Calcutta High Court in the case of Ahmed Ali, 
convicted of murder and senteuced to death by the Sessions Judge of Comuilla, 
leads one to think that if the judgment of Mr. Roe in the case of Mr. Martin 
is brought before the High Court, the Hon’ble Judges will not perhaps confirm 
the acquittal. But there is one thing; Ahmed Ali is a common Muhammadan, 


Acquittal of Mr. Martin. 


while Mr. Martin is a European. The Government of Bengal will earn the 


thanks of the public by moving the High Court against Mr. Roe’s order of 
acquittal, 


30. Referring to the case of Babu Chandi Prasad, a respectable zamindar 
of Darbhanga, who was committed to haut, 
nee Chandi Prasad without enquiry, on the complaint of a European 
named Mr. Miller, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the - 
llth Apri] writes as fullows:— : 

The case has struck us dumb. Was such a thing possible under British 
rule? A Kuropean wrote to the Magistrate, such and such a person is prepar- 
ing to beat me. No enquiry is made into the truth of the complaint, no evidence 
is taken; but a warrant is issued against the accused and, when brought up, 
the accused is sent to hAajut! Even a forger or a murderer is not treated mn 
this fashion. It is said that the Divisional Commissioner has sent for the 
record of the case. But we do not expect to see in this case a result different 
from what we are accustomed to see in such cases. 

31. Referring to the appointment of Babu Nanda Lal Bagchi, B.A. 

Babu Nanda Lal Bagchi, the SUOdivisional Officer of Contai in the Midnapore 
late Subdivisional Officer of Contai district, as Personal Assistant to the Commissioner 
in the Midnapore district. of the Burdwan Division, the Néhar [Contai] of 
the 14th April says that he was a dutiful and just officer. During the six 
years that he held charge of the subdivision, he kept the local bad characters 
under control. He was loved and respected by all. He took particular care 
to see that the police or any of his subordinate officers or amla did not oppress 
the raiyats. Everybody’ was charmed with his simple unassuming manners 
and sympathetic heart. It is unfortunate for the raiyats that he should be 
removed from their midst when the survey operations are about to be taken 


in hand in the Majna and Jalamuta parganas 


\ 


\ 
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(ad ‘\— Education. 


39. The Hindu Ranjika [Rajshahi] of the Ist April, commenting on the 

last Lower Primary Exam. Corrected list of successfu) candidates at the last 
a ‘results in the "Bajehahi Lower P rimary Examination, says that the errors, 
Division. consisting of the omission of the names of suc- 
cessful candidates from the first list, could have been avoided if the District 
Board had minded appointing an extra hand for totalling the number of 
marks. As to the names that had found a place in the first list but were 
omitted in the corrected list, it is strange that those candidates had been piven 
2 or 23 grace marks at first, but were deprived of them when preparing the 
corrected list. Why so? This will cause great inconvenience and hardship 
to those candidates who, believing themselves successful according to the first 
list, have already left their villages to carry on higher studies, Will the new 
Chairman of the District Board kindly see to this? 

93. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh ] of the 7th April says that Lord 

Curzon’s budget speech is calculated to create a 

Lord Curzon on educational feeling of widespread alarm in the country. In 
spatctualastet that speech His Excellency gave distinct hints as 
to the policy he would adopt regarding education in India. His Excellency 
said :—‘‘ I observe that whereas a year and-a-half ago every one was agreed 
that education in India stood most urgently in nead of reform * - * 

*  * a great many of the interested parties now meet together and 
proclaim in injured tones that they stand in no need of reformation at all.” 
Nobody can admit the reasonableness of this utterance of Lord Curzon’s. The 
people of the country want reform and not destruction. But who will not say 
that destruction of education is contemplated in the name of reform of 
education? Will Lord Curzon tell the people of India what defects of the 
existing system of education are meant to be removed by the report of the 
Universities Commission? ‘The opposition to the principal recommendations 
of the Commission is universal; yet His Excellency has chosen to attribute 
it to interested parties His Excellency should himself easily see the 
unjustifiable nature of such an observation. 

Some measures of so-called reform have already been introduced in the 
middle and primary schools, and it is a hopless task to attempt to convince 
the authorities of their mischievous nature. The list of text-books is as heavy 
as before, while subjects of study have been multiplied; and what is still 
worse, unworthy and useless text-books have been prescribed. Is not this 
destruction in the name of reform ? 

Nobody contends that there is no room for reform in the present system 
of education. But the measures of reform, proposed by the Universities 
Commission, will not mend matters much; on the other hand, high education 


will be knocked on the head. ‘This is the opinion of the people from one end 
of the country to the other. 


34. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad) of the 8th April says :—We 


iia _ do not know how Pundit Pashupati Nath Shastri 
ppointment of Pundit ‘ ‘ - 
Pishupati Nath Shastri as an (Kavyatirtha; came to be appointed an Examiner 
Examiner at the Adya Madhya atthe Adya Madhya examination, The Frincipal 
mace of the Sanskrit College, who appoints the Exam- 
iners, knows it best. We have learnt from a trustworthy source that Pundit 
Pashupati Nath was not selected an Examiner by the Pundit Sabha. Let 
Pundit Ram Sharan Vidyavagis publish the letter which he sent:to the Prin- 
cipal of the Sanskrit College and thereb enlighten the public on this point. 
May we also ask the Principal of the Sanskrit College how Pundit Pashupati 
Nath came to be appointed an Examiner? 

35. The People and Prativass [Calcutta] of the 9th April says that not only 

able men are not now appointed to Professorships 
in Government’ Colleges in India, as before, but 
the few able’ Professors that these Colleges have, 
are being transferred from tutorial to inspection ,work. The cases of Mr, 
Hallward, Mr. Collis, Babu Bipin Bihari Gupta are in point. Now there can 
hardly be a greater educational reform than the making of arrangements for the 
appointment of able-men as professors and teachers. It is strange that this 
- point is lost sight of even in the Government Colleges. os, 


_ Appointment of inferior men 
in Colleges. 


( 
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86. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th April is glad to lear 


: . : n t 
with a view of encouraging the author, the ane 


Government’s patronage of a ernment of Bengal has purchased 30 


Bengali author. copies of 


Babu Subal Chandra Mitra’s life of the late Pandit 
Vidyasagar in English, The book has been got up with great labour and 
expense. 

' 87. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th April speaks in strong terms of 
the irregularities which occurred in the last F, A. 
and B, A. Examinations of the Calcutta Universit 
and says that some of the questions on hydrostatics were set from outside the 

rescribed course of study and that while those examinees who sat in the 

enate House were allowed 10 minutes extra time in the hydrostatics paper, 
no such allowance was made in the case of those who sat in the Presidency 
College. The ridiculous mistakes which found entrance into the Sanskrit 
papers in the F’, A. Examination lead people to think that the University ex. 
aminations are only play things in the hands of pay saree examiners. A 
correspondent says that last year the Principal of the Midnapore College was 
informed by the University authorities that such questions should be set on 
Chemistry at the F. A. examination as might be answered from any of the 
three alternative text-books on the subject. But the first question on the 
subject in the last F. A, Examination cannot be answered from two of the 
text-books, whilst the latter half of the 7th question cannot be answered from 
any of them, Again, in the F’. A, Examination it has always been the practice 
to allot 30 marks to Conic Sections, but last time not more than 24 marks were 
allotted to it. 

The language of the Bengali portions of the translation papers in the 
examinations of the Calcutta University has improved within recent years. 
But the language of the Bengali portion of the third paper on English in the 
last intermediate examination of the Allahabad University shows that the fault 
which is gradually forsaking tne Calcutta University examiners, has taken firm 
hold of the Allahabad University examiners. The following extracts from 
the paper will prove 1t :— : 


“Stata cafes eeaq ca aaarey vaca leq Stages afacsey ca cHe Bias 
AS ATE errig Sacgy My Sars GAP Tess Soicwat fywae Shae BATS VTyireat 
CHM, aq Somate we fers Aewy Barry!” Again, “ale qa eB Sotcwatyatca 
frase wafes oHfaaicy Bi Bea, Sel Seca ACTS farts SVS TH MA” 

What did the examinees think of the learning of the examiner who wrote 
“Strgraca ” “wroteal,” “Sercmy fea afaq” and “fras agiys otfaaica ?” Again, 
“oaCaaa VST SAT | SAA AH os IA HV Aha AAla, GS AVS Fors Slecqa 
Sas) WTA aaa faa awit wR ca cain ie aaa Wes Mea fF ECA Te 
PACS HHT Hi CHR BACH QcSe qos Stetzafes qatwe farcar Mao Fakes 
ACH CHAR GH ulPsia ica ca fS alorq Stal Wat wars He cHfcs oA aT WA HA 
Wowace Gaqicra yBctior Baa cry, SAS Tiga] Sel Hifacs nfs ecers freA 
HACE eT A CHIT TS faacHA few feel Liew eae Aaifecte cae APH TS YS 
CASS SAV MUCH AI HTM MH Sea ep SA NT Br Ase aH aT) Te 
AEN Aaiferics oie AEA TOA AVG AME Bates Hes Atel AMicifss Ps Vee 
fafem) Siam awa Te cHece Ne sta SATOface Sforal AcHS Vote cefARl TE! 
CI IW SAT GHGS Sicgq FS AVS Sel ANCF BAS Ta age AfS iy Nay TT Erle 
eH ( SeUiairy za) wMvafecta ata Statfacta aca few erty SAtal eel AF, 
“qa farmer AAT SoM SIT ifIcS Nit wT {sq Asm HAA ma 
SEs CH OT A AA TOA acs fe Steal Prat e Stel Poa afer Veal TA 

What is it—Bengali, Hebrew or Chinese? Thanks to the University 
authorities for appointing such examiners ! 
38. The Dacca l’rakash [Dacca] of the 12th April says that although the 

The B class in Dacca. work of the Dacca Survey School has been Oe 

creased by the incorporation in it of two new 


classes, the overseer class and the B class, yet its teaching staff has been 12- 
creased by only two men. In the last B class examination in Dacca, only 


University examination scandals. 


[ oa. j 


five students out of ten passed. Whether this was owing to bad and inefficient 
teaching or to stiffness of the examination, the authorities are certainly responsi- 
ble for this bad result. The B class will soon be doomed and its allurements 
will soon lose their power over boys, if better and easier provisions for teaching 
and examination are not made. There is no fixed text-book in English, and 
the minimum pass-mark has been fixed at 33 per cent. These ruleg appear to 
be very hard and unfair for the boys of the newly established class. 

Again, although the fee in the other classes of the Dacca Survey School is 
one rupee and-a-half per month, that of the B class is Rs. 3 per month. If the 
B class had been a part of the Dacea Collegiate School, no one would have com- 
plained of the high fee. But to realise from the students of the class such a 
high rate of schooling when they do not receive better teaching than what the 
students of the other classes of the Survey School receive is an injustice which 
cannot be explained in any way. It is these difficulties which are preventing 
the enrolment of a fairly large number of boys in the B class. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


39. The Suhrid (Noakhali] of the 3rd April says that a surgical operation 

was performed on the leg of a man the other day 

Complaint regarding » sizgical at the local charitable dispensary. That part of 

Hg od mw the body was, however, not bandaged; and the 

consequence was that on seeing fresh blood coming 

out the patient fainted away, fell down from the stool on which he was sitting 

and then rolled down the stairs into a drain. This caused him severe hurt, 
and for some time his life was in danger, Who is responsible for this ? 

40. he Bikas [Barisal] of the 5th April writes as follows :— 

Thanks to the authorities, immediately after 

Bee Be eovermment 9 the accession of Emperor Edward VII on the 

= throne, the people of Kast Bengal are going to lose 

the precious privilege of self-government which Lord Ripon conferred upon 
the country. 

The ascendency of ap ke wastes, official and non-official, has long been 
established in the District Boards of Eastern Bengal, so that each such body is, 
to all intents and purposes, a part of the Magistrate’s office. Everywhere in 
Eastern Bengal are the proceedings of these bodies now conducted in conform- 
ity with the wishes of the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner, 
‘Lhe municipalities which retained their independence are now threatened with 
& similar fate. 

It was under Mr. Savage, the former District Magistrate of Backergunge 
and the present Commissioner of the Dacca Division, that the ap-ke-waste 
system was first introduced into the Backergunge district. With Mr. Savage’s 
appointment as Divisional Cowmissioner the mischief is going to be extended 
to the entire Division. Nothing better was to be expected of a weak officer like 
Mr. Savage. We know nothing definite about the state of things in the 
Mymensingh Municipality, but in all the other three Municipalities in the 
Division official ascendency is complete. 

_ It was at the last election that the District Magistrate was elected Muni- 
cipal Chairman of Dacca, So far as we are aware, in the present election, the 
ascendency of a particular person has been fully established in that Municipal- 
ity. There is no hope of its getting out of official clutches again. 

Wedo not know whether to laugh or to weep over the result of the 
municipal elections in Faridpur. Of the 12 newly-elected local Com- 
missioners, eight are Government servants, of whom seven are amla of the Magis- 
trate and one an amia of the District Judge, and all classes of amla from copyist 
to sarishtadar are included in this number. 

As for Barisal, only one of its Municipal Commissioners is a Government 
servant, but, as we have already shown, there is no lack in that Municipality 
of men who are only too eager to carry out the orders of the District authorities. 

Following Mr, Savage’s principle, Mr. Bell has constituted the local District: 
Board in a manner which cannot fail to prove ruinous to the district. The 
declaration ‘‘I shall make my syce a member of the District Board if he votes 
for double cess” is enough to show how the District Officer would have thag 
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Board constituted. The Barisal District Board has thus become a dena 
of the State, and the same would have been the case with the local inanteleate 
if the voters could have all been browbeaten by the police and the rd 
Magistrate. But the municipality is not likely to retain its independence zat | 
longer. 
e We ard sure that if Mr. Savage remains Commissioner of the Division for 
three more years the ruin of self-government, which has already commenced 
will be complete in the Division. , 
CHARU MIHIR, 41. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 7th April says that 
ee ma the monster of water-scarcity has made its 
BA sh sscaerencn, Armia appearance in almost every district in Bengal 
The loud wails of thirsty villagers mingle pitiably with the scorching had 
under a burning sun. There are places, and their number is not few, where 
there is not a single well or tank. The condition to which Mymensingh, 
Faridpur, Rajshahi and other districts has been reduced by the water-famine 
is simply indescribable. Want of wholesome drinking water is giving birth to 
epidemics everywhere. Plague, cholera and small-pox are doing extensive and 
fearful havoc in the country. The coffers of the State are full to overflowin 
and large surpluses have been secured during the last few years. In this state 
of things, the reduction of the salt and income-taxes, which the Government 
has been pleased to make, is not enough. A large sum of money ought to be 
devoted to the removal of water-scarcity. Famine and water-scarcity should 
be the first objects of care with a Government, With the improvement of the 
financial condition of the Government, the expenses in the military and other 
departments have increased, But what has the fattened Government done to 
allay the thirst and appease the hunger of the thirsty and famine-stricken 
Indian? The efforts of the District Boards in this direction are extremely 
insufficient. | 
It is a bounden duty of the zamindars to provide for water-supply in the 
country. With the zamindars of old excavation of tanks and wells was an act 
of high religious merit. But it is otherwise with the title-hunting zamindars 
of these days. | 
The Mymensingh district, in which water-scarcity is the most acute, has 
the good fortune to be the residence of a large number of zamindars. But these 
zamindars seldom try to remove its distress. On the contrary, if a person 
desires to excavate a tank the local zamindar demands such a large sum of 
money as his fee for giving his sanction that the purpose is defeated. 
PROPLE AND 42. ‘the People and Pratiwvast [Calcutta] of the 8th April says that 
ereig: eat in Calcutta plague rages most furiously in the 
| a” ia and the improve- fi]thiest quarters. An improvement of these 
2 quarters, or their complete removal, is therefore 
urgently needed. The sooner therefore the work of the City Improvement 
Trust is begun the better for all, This may cause some loss to owners of land 
in Calcutta; but there is no help for it when plague visits the city every year. 
Bangura 43, The Bankura Darpan | Bankura] of the 8th April says that there is 
i a — scarcity of drinking water this year all over the 
: Bansdeauate water-suppiy in the district of Bankura. The Municipality ought to 
excavate wells in the town for the supply of water ; 
while the District Board ought to take particular care to maintain the purity 
of well water for human use. The people of village Dhubrakone say that 
the water of the well in their village is unfit for human use. Will the officers 
of the District Board enquire? The District Board makes a grant every year 
for digging wells. But the people are suffering as much from scarcity of 
water as before. Why is this? It is three years since the digging of a well in 
village Punisole was undertaken. Why has not the work been completed as 
| yet? Will the authorities ofthe District Board enquire ? 
aR Re 44. The Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
ae sain 8th April says:—The following figures furnish an 
PAaTRIKA. Mineo index to the decadence of popular enthusiasm 
ta ) in municipal elections in Calcutta since the passing 
of the last Municipal Act. At the elections held on the 14th March 1900 the 
_, number of voters was 12,422, and the number of votes registered ‘was 40,209; 
while at the last elections, held on the 17th March 1903 the figures were 


‘ | ; ; { 
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-19 and 13,715 respectively. Everybody now sees, knows, and understands 
ee civil affairs of Calcutta are being managed. Never before was there 
such a high rate of mortality in Calcutta as now. 


45, The same paper says :—Now that almost every effort for the preven- 


Disinfection of houses as &® does not seem much disposed to bestow any serious 
plague preventive in Calcutta. though t on it. A question was put ata meetin 
of the Bengal Legislative Council the other day by the Hon’ble Maharaja 
Manindra Chandra Nandi regarding the increasing plague mortality in 
Calcutta, and in reply the Hon’ble Mr. Collin said that disinfection of houses 
was being resorted to as a preventive measure. But what is this disinfection of 
houses after all? Whenever a death from plague or cholera occurs in a house, 
a number of municipal servants come and sprinkle some disinfecting hiquid. 
Can there be a greater mockery than this? Is this enough to prevent plague : 
Mr. Collin also said that this disinfecting operation had been very beneficial, 
as plague has not raged in Calcutta as furiously as in Bombay. But we very 
much doubt if the diminished fury of plague in Calcutta has been owing only 

is preventive measure. | ; 
. aw 4 The People and Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 9th April says that the 
doms in Calcutta, living in the bastis, collect dirty 

A dangerous practice of the yaogy and bones in the streets and keep them in 
cnaue aaa heaps in their huts. This is very daugerous in 
these days of plague. The Municipal authorities ought to see to this. A visit 
to the neighbourhood of the Medical School in Upper Circular road will 
convince them of the truth of the statement. 

47, The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 10th April regrets that 
although there is a large Muhammadan population 

Non-representation of Muham- in the jurisdiction of the Naihati Municipality, 
waae ts te bedeae Fr there is not a single Muhammadan Commissioner. 
ad Now that the Lecal Government has sanctioned the 
formation of a new Municipality, to be called the ‘‘ Halishahar Municipality,” 
by detaching certain villages from the Naihati Municipality, will it see ite way 
to appoint a Muhammadan gentleman or two to represent the local Muham- 
madan population in the new Municipality? 

48. The same paper says that in accordance with a notice from the 
Corporation of Calcutta, calling upon Shah 

Destruction of graves in the Aminuddin Hukkani Sahib, the mutwali of the 

Menibtde, en 2¢  Mubammadan burial-ground on the Circular road 

| at Maniktola, to erect masonry walls all round, 

the old brick-built graves are being pulled down to make the new walls. ‘The 

impropriety of this act was pointed out to the mutwali but to no effect. Will 
Government kindly see to this ? 

49, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th April says that none of the 


Commissioners who have been returned from the 
The added area of the Calcutta ie . 
Municipality. added area of the Calcutta Municipality has found 


a place in its General Committee. ‘Ihe place which. 


had at one time its own municipality is thus unrepresented in it. If this is 
self-government, what is despotism ? | 


\0. The same paper says that although Kalutola is the quarter which is 
Mend + scion 1 badly affected with plague in Calcutta, yet 
infected quarter in Calcutta. municipal conservancy in that quarter is in a very 

| bad state, In Bhabani Charan Datta’s Lane, 
Nilmadhab Sen’s Lane, K. B. Sen’s Lane, &c., heaps of refuse are allowed to 
remain for days before removal. Dead rats lie scattered and'rot in their places 
to the discomfort and danger of passers-by and the residents. _ Conservancy 
carts make their appearance only at intervals of some days. The attention of 
the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality is drawn to the matter. 


,) 


91. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 1ith April says that, though the — 


How the new Calcutta Munj. Present Commissioners do not render their services 


cipality works, to the rate-payers gratis like the former Commis-° 


a _  sloners it scems to be no concern of theirs ‘to look 
after the health, convenience und comfort of the rate-payers. The sanitation 


of the town is best evidenced by the plague mortality which on some days 


Sri Sri VISHNU 


tion of plague has proved ineffectual, Government ayayoabe) 
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rises as high as 175. ‘The conservancy, the water-supply and the lighting are 
all equally unsatisfactory, and the dusty condition of the streets shows very 
well how the work of street watering is performed. Yet the Commissioners 
took Rs. 16,230 last year in the shape of fees for attendance! 
52, The same paper says that the Moribund-house, which has been con- 
iii itis a __ structed at so Bp chat = a — not have 
iolation of public peeaey ™ peen constructe just above the ghat which has 
disc meet ecenena been set apart for female bathers. But as the house 


has already been constructed, the ghat now assigned to male bathers should be 
assigned'to female bathers und vice versd. 

53. The Nava Yug{ Calcutta] of the 11th April says that the names of some 

ng high officials are to be found in the list of Muni- 

an toe in the Cal- cipal Commissioners of Calcutta who have received 

ete the statutory allowances for attending the Com- 

mittee meetings of the Corporation. The question naturally occurs to every 

one, how could they make time to attend Municipal meetings and receive 

remuneration therefor? Do they not receive salaries for their work and are 

not their hours of work prescribed by Government? It may not be wrong 

to think that by attending meetings of the Corporation they have not made 

proper use of the time which they ought to have devoted to public business, 

The public, therefore, have a right to ask if these officials were justified in 

accepting the allowances. 


54. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 12th April says that although 

there is a distinct order of Government, enjoining 

Scarcity. of water inthe Dacca oy gj] District Boards the excavation of 10 to 
district. , 

20 tanks every year, very little has been done 
in this respect by the District Board of Dacca. It can hardly be believed that 
the District Engineer of Dacca is unaware of this Government order. It is, 
however, said that, in his opinion, tanks breed epidemic diseases, and ke is, 
therefore, inclined to discountenance all proposals for the excavation of tanks. 
But is this apprehension on the part of the District Engineer well-founded, 
after all? There is just now a cry for water from one end of the district to 
the other. Perhaps Mr. Ranken is not aware of the distress of the people 
owing to inadequate water-supply; else he would at once have taken steps to 
remedy the evil. 

5d. ‘The same paper publishes a letter which says that the dead body 
of a cow was permitted to lie for 42 hours 
in Asak Jamadar’s Lane which is inhabited by 
respectable people and in which there is a students’ mess-house. The inhabi- 
tants of the lane reported the nuisance to the Municipality several times ; the 


stench was intolerable; yet relief did not come before forty-two hours. Who 
is responsible for this? 7 


56. A correspondent, writing to the same paper from Baultali village in 
ikrampur, says that the selection of a site for the 
excavation of a tank in the village has not been & 
happy one; for it will not suit the convenience of the majority of villagers. The 
District Board ought to make an enquiry before undertaking the project. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


57. The Btkas [Barisal] of the 5th April says that people are suffering 
much owing to acts of oppression by persons 
employed in settlement work, Reports of oppres 
ot sion have reached from almost every camp in the 
interior with very few exceptions, Complaints are loud everywhere, and 
every one—from the Hakim down to the muharrirs—is a sort of an incarnation 


of God. It is impossible to say to whom preced ht to be given. Is 
Mr. Bell not aware of all this ? ' perenne: Gage fo Oe 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Cunals and Irs igatson. 
58. ‘The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh) of the 7th April has the following:— 


| ) (1) The Tangail-Subarnakhali road remei0s 
PE oo Fs A in the Mymes- under water in Shas laces in the rainy months. 
This road is largely ee both by ordinary people 


Municipal negligence in Dacca. 


The site for a tank in Vikrampur. 


Oppressive acts of Settlement 
Officers in Barisal. 


( 35 ) 


and by tradesmen, The road, which branches off from Bhuagur on the 
Subarnakhali-Tangail road, and running through Nagarbari, meets the Subar- 
nakhali road to the South of Palikha is also in a bad condition. Will the local 
authorities see to this? ae 

(2) The road from village Kachuri to Nandail is in a very bad condition. 
The whole of it remains under water in the rainy season; and in the summer 
months, it 18 ae | impassable on account of the hard clods of dry earth on it. 
The District Board ought to see to this ; 

(3) In the Kishorganj Local Board in the Mymensingh district the 
condition of the road that runs from Kaoakhali Bazar tu Karimganj through 
arail Bazar is bad. This road is very largely used. 

59, A correspondent, writing to the People and Prativasi | Calcutta} of the 

10th April, says that on the 14th March last, a 
gentleman, accompanied by two ladies, came to 
the Ranaghat station on the Bengal Central Railway and purchased three 
‘ntermediate class tickets for Gopalnagar. They had some luggage with them, 
which they wanted to book; but the booking-clerk said that the luggage would 
go free, being not above the allowable weight. But when they were about to 

et into the train, the same booking-clerk said that the luggage was above the 
allowable weight and that they must, therefore, book them. There was no 
tine to argue the matter out, and they had to yield tothe demand for one 
rupee, made by the booking-clerk as a bribe. Will the authorities enqaire? 

60. Referring to the statement recently made by the Hon’ble Mr. Inglis 

: ae in the Bengal Legislative Council that no proposal 

sae tenen = in the. for constructing a railroad between Bhagalpur and 
- _Deoghar vid Dumka was under the consideration 

of the Government, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th April says that Dumka 


A railway complaint. 


being the head-quarter of the Sonthal Parganas and Bhagalpur being the place 


where final appeals in matters, civil and criminal, in the Sonthal Parganas lie, 
the people of the district have frequently to go to those places. But the want 
of aconnection, by railroad, of these places with one another and with the 
subdivisional towns in the district causes them great inconvenience and hard- 
ship, and they have apey “ee to travel on foot scores of miles in order to 
attend Court in Dumka or Bhagalpur. If it is said that Sonthals are accustomed 
to walk long distances, it may be urged that everywhere in the Sonthal 
Parganas there isa fair proportion of civilised population hving among the 
Sonthals. Within the Deoghar subdivision the Sonthal population is only 
3 per cent. of the total population. ‘The Jamtara subdivision is also similarly 
circumstanced. The indifference which the authorities show in the important 
question of effecting railway connections between the important places in the 
district leads people to think that Government has a political object in view. 
It fears that if such connections are made educated people will pour into these 
places and expose the arbitrary manner in which all business is conducted there 
by the local officers. 

61. A correspondent of the same paper says that recently when a new 


The East Indian Railway Exam- 


eatls ollinn of the Government Examiner of Accounts of the 


; East Indian Railway the present Examiner, who 
has been in the service for only five months, appointed to it a beardless Eurasian 
boy of fifteen, disregarding the claims of candidates of high University career 
and.of old office employés. The boy will not be able to do the work, which 
will, therefore, be divided among the old incumbents. Again, a post worth 
Rs, 100—150 being vacant, it is rumoured thata new man, a pet of the 
Examiner, will be appointed to it, and the lower employés will receive no 
promotion. The Examiner says that the latter are incompetent men. But 


former Examiners were always satisfied with them, and more than once 


recommended them to Government for increase of pay. | 
62, The same paper publishes the following railway complaints :— 
- (1) Kshirod Bibari Banerji, writing from Santi- 


post on Rs, 50 per month was created in the office — 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


April 10th, 1903, 


H1tTavaDI, 


April 10th, 1903. 


HiTavaDl. 


HiTavaDl. 


collector compelled him to pay him an illegal gratification of one rupee at the — 


Ranaghat station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway by holding back his 
luggage at the time when the trainin which he was to travel was about to 
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start, although afew minutes before the same ticket-collector had told him 
that it was not necessary to weigh the luggage, as he had three intermediate 
class tickets with him. The complainant is ready to give the name of the 
ticket-collector, if required. 

2) Nanda Gopal Ray, writing from Belur, says that on the 27th March 
last the head ticket-collector of the Howrah station on the East Indian Railway 
assaulted him and kept him confined for some time in the ticket-collectors’ 
room for the slight offence of having put his monthly ticket hastily in his 
Cas after showing it to the ticket-collector. ‘he complainant had travelled 

the 34 down train. | 

8) The Head Clerk and Accountant of the Roserah Municipality in the 
Darbhanga district says that on the night of the 28th March last he was travel- 
ling with two women from Gaya to Benares. At the Mogalserai station, 
seeing that the third class carriages in the train, which were to carry them 
to Benares, were packed with passengers, he asked the station ticket-collector 
to take excess fares from him and change his third class tickets for intermediate 
class ones. The ticket-collector said that that could nut be done, and that he 
would have to purchase fresh intermediate class tickets. But when he asked 
the booking clerk of the station for three intermediate class tickets, he was told 
that there were no such tickets in the office at that time. He then requested 
the booking clerk to write out a blank ticket for him. But the booking clerk 
said that no blank tickets could be issued, and then gave him three second 
class tickets. But the ticket-collector forbade them in a harsh tone to get irto 
the second class compartment and obliged them to travel in an intermediate 
class carriage, although there was enough room in the former. The numbers 
of the second class tickets were 9410, 9411 and 9412—53 M 28. O. & R. R. 

(4) One Abdul Huq, writing from Bettia, says that on the 17th March last 
he was asked at the Mokamaghat station for silver coins when he held out a ten- 
rupee currency note for the tickets which he was to purchase. But he had not 


enough silver coin for intermediate class, He was, therefore, obliged to travel 
third class. | 


63. The Dacca Gazette { Dacca} of the 138th April says that Mr. Morshead, 

| late Magistrate of Comilla, sanctioned the construc- 

wg “worek of a road in the tion of a road from Chandpur to Hymchur Khas 

: Kachari through village Bajapti. This road was 

meant to move a long-standing public inconvenience. But unfortunately 

Mr. Morshead was soon after transferred, and nothing has since been heard 
about it. Will Mr. Scroope, the present Magistrate, see to this? 


64. The Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 14th April says that the want 
of a hotel at or near the Chandpur station on the 
Assam-Bengal Railway line is keenly felt by those 
who have to avail themselves of it. There is another public inconvenience 
which ought to be removed. The railway station is situated about three 
miles from the town, and the road from the town to the station is a huicha 
one; nor can proper conveyances be had at all times. This causes great 
hardship to ladies of respectable families in coming to the station. Will the 
railway authorities see their way to remove these inconveniences ? 


Railway complaints. 


(h)— General. 


65. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


8th April says :— 
sue pony Se tae te 5 on roy It very rarely falls to the lot of a native 


of the soil to be appointed an Under-Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal or Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 
The other day at a meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council, in -repl 
to a question put by the Hon’ble Rai Tarini Pershad Bahadur, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Hare gravely said: “There is no bar tothe appointment of a member 
of the Provincial Service of proved merit and ability to the post of Junior 
Secretary to the Board of Kevenue or an edie feaneas to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal; but these posts require very special qualifications; and 
in the interests of the public service Government can give no undertaking 
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that will in any way fetter its selection of officers to fill these appoint- 
ments.” Now, in his question the Hon’ble Rai Tarini Pershad never 
talked of inefficient or incompetent persons. Can the Hon’ble Mr. Hare 
explain in what respect are the natives of the soil who are em loyed as 
Personal Assistants to Divisional Commissioners inferior to those Europeans 
who are generally appointed Under-Secretaries to the Government of Bengal 
or Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue? The fact is that Europeans are 
supposed to belong to a superior race, and therefore, in disposing of appoint- 
ments carrying large salaries, their claims are preferred to those of even more 
deserving and efficient natives of India. It 18 necessary for administrative 
convenience to have Europeans at every important post, and one is bound to 
show some consideration for one’s fellow-countrymen ; and it is probably for 
these two reasons that the natives of the soil are deprived of high appoint- 
ments. But such a policy cannot be openly avowed as involving a denial of 
the declared policy of equality. 


66. The People and Prativasé Weegee of the &th April has the following 
in its English columns :— 

“A Deputy Magistrate writes:—‘A great slur 
has been cast on the members of the Provincial 
Executive Service by the appointment of Mr. Thomas, Personal Assistant to 
the Inspector-General of Police, to the office of Superintendent of Stamps and 
Stationery. Mr. Manson, whom he succeeds, was a member of the Provincial 
Executive Service, and it was fully expected that on his retirement a man 
from the same service would be selected to succeed him, When a former 
Chief Secretary to the Bengal Government, in reply to a question asked in 
Council as to why there was not a Rs, 1,000 grade in the Provincial Executive 
Service, announced that Deputy Magistrates could obtain appointments that 
carried salaries exceeding Rs. 1,000, it was fully believed that he referred to 
the offices of Superintendent of Stamps and Stationery, Inspector-General of 
Registration, Presidency Magistrate, and Collector of Calcutta, all of which 
were actually held by Deputy Magistrates; but an outsider was eventual 


The office of Superintendent of 
Stamps and Stationery. 


appointed as Presidency Magistrate, and now another outsider has been 


appointed to succeed Mr. Mauson in the post. from which he has retired. We 
have thereby lost two prize appointments, and the whole service has naturally 
lost heart. Why should a set of hard working and deserving officers be treated 
thus? They have earned a title to fair treatment and better pay. Lord 
Cromer, when he was Finance Member, stated in his budget speech that they 
are not paid in proportion to their responsibilities and powers. It is a grievous 
disappointment to find that their claims have again been ignored. 


‘** What possible claim can a police officer have to the office of Superinten- 
dent of Stamps and Stationery? Promotion in the Police Department is rapid 
and the prospects are good. Why then, should a police officer be given an 
appointment quite outside the Police Department to which Deputy Magistrates 
have a special claim? We appeal te Government to declare what appoint- 
ments are reserved for us, instead of raising our hopes and then crushing them,’ ” 


67. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 10th April publishes a 
The Rangpur sub-registry /etter purporting to be written by the printer of 
Cffice in the registration of pub- the local Joy Press, complaining that the local 


ications. : ace sub-registry office does not now, as before, des- 
patch receipts testifying to the registration of publications. 


68. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 10th April writes as follows :— 


oe Ale The grievan hich the native signallers i 
Native g ce W e native signallers in 
ateat Nee te the Telegraph Department have brome to the 
E notice of Lord Curzon in a petition deserves His 

xcellency’s favourable consideration.. God knows with what wisdom and 
under the guidance of what policy officials in India violate the pledge which 
was solemnly and publicly given to the Indians by Her late Imperial M ajesty, 
that they be allowed to enjoy equal rights and privileges with Englishmen in 
the public service. There is nothing in Resolution No. 848T.—E. of the 
Public Works Department, dated the 22nd J uly 1902, which can prevent 
natives from receiving increments of pay and rising to high posts, but a little 
‘nquiry will show that, as a matter of fact, they receive treatment which is 
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opposed to the spirit of the resolution. ‘The Public Service Commission, which 
sat sixteen years ago, said :— 

“Tt is also alleged that house allowances are allowed to European and 
Eurasian signallers at a higher rate than to natives holding the same posts. If 
any difference at present exists under this head which involves a race distinction, 
the Commission entertains no doubt that it will be rectified.” Sixteen years have 

ssed since the above remark was recorded, and the distinction still remains to 
be rectified, Of the 1,541 men who are on the yeneral scale, only 53 are natives 
and the rest are either Europeans or Eurasians. Does this numerical difference 
arise from a due regard to their respective qualifications? 


Whilst native signallers have ceased to receive the higher-rate of pay of the 
general scale, Europeans and Eurasians rise to it almost without any examina- 
tion. The latter receive house allowances; but the former are considered to be 
able to spend their days and nights in the open sky and under trees. A few 
days ago a number of Eurasians were transferred to the general scale without 
any examination and after a service of only one year and five months. But 
those natives who are working hard and with great ability fur years are doomed 
to reinain for ever on small salaries. 

‘Lhe petitioners have shown that, as circumstances stand at present, they 
cannot expect to receive equal treatment with Europeans and Eurasians. The 
following extract will make the point clear :— 


‘1, With reference to your letter No. 1659, dated the 29th July 1892, 
I have the honour to inform you that the Director-General has very recently 
ruled that transfer to the general scale will not as a rule be made in the case of 
signallers of pure Asiatic descent. 

“2. The higher-rate of pay sanctioved for the general scale is granted on 
account of the much greater expense of living for a European or Kast Indian 
signaller over that of a native and is not on account of superior qualifications.” 


_ Lord Curzon is a man of sterling worth and ability, and he: knows how to 
reward merit whenever met with, It is therefore hoped that he will not 
countenance the spirit of partiality which prevails in the Telegraph Department, 
and that injustice will be removed as soon as it is brought to his notice. It is 
sometimes said that the people of this country are unable and unwilling to leave 
their homes and go to Assam, Burma, &c. Nothing appears to be more ridicu- 
lous than this statement when it is considered that these people themselves are 
trying their best to have their services transferred to the general scale. Pure 
Asiatic descent, leaving aside the question or ability and willingness, ought not 
to be a disqualification in the case of the native signallers. Is not the policy, 
which measures worth and ability by creed, colour, and nationality, a bise and 
ignoble policy ? It is hoped that His Excellency will do justice to the petitioners 
without looking at the faces of the high officials under whose care and protection 
this hateful policy of partiality thrives. 

69, The Bangavusi { Calcutta] of the 11th April says that it appears from 
Pele ae ieee the attitude of the Government that the military 
Government of india, SC OXpenditure of India will not on any account be 
curtailed for the present. The writer, however, 

can assure the authorities that Russia will not venture to suddenly attack 
India, for she has seen in the Boer war how difficult it is for an outside enemy 
to attack and defeat a people who are fully prepared to meet such a contin- 
gency. As for India, she has the special advantage of being guarded on all 
sides by natural defences. It .is almost impossible to penetrate into India 
through the high mountain chain on its north. The eastern frontier is also 
impracticable to an enemy. ‘The mountain passes on the north-west frontier 
are now too well secured to afford a road to Russia. The same reasons which 
prevented the Englisk from gaining an easy victory in South Africa will 
shatter proud Russia’s bones if she attempts those passes. India is neither Tibet 
nor Persia; nor are the English Dalai Lamas or Persian Shahs. Russia knows 
all this well, and it must be said to her credit that she has intelligence enough 
not to suddenly venture on an invasion of a country like India. Russia also 
knows that the Indians are loyal to the Euglish and will not shrink, if their very 
heart’s blood is needed, from defending the territories of their rulers. Russia 
may penetrate the Himalayas, but she will find it tough task to penetrate the 
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hearts of the Indians. The Indians will always remain loyal and faithful to i 
the English, and Russia will be disappointed if she ever counts on their help. oe 
If it is found necessary by the authorities to keep up a large mili force 
simply for the opm of overawing the probable or possible enemies of India, 
the purpose will be served by increasing the strength of the Native Army and 
seducing that of the European Army and by lar ely officering the army with 
men drawn from the Imperial Cadet Corps. his will allow of curtailment 
of military expenditure without impairing the efficiency of the army, for the 
Gurkha or the Sikh is in no way inferior to the European as a fighter. 
70. The Nava Yug Calcutta] of the 11th April says thet in violation of — wmava yoo, 
distinct Government orders on the subject, some April 11th, 1908. 
Government servants trading (overnment servants in Calcutta carry on trade in 
ia potent moines patent medicines, either on their own account under 
cover of a false name or in partnership with others. ie 
71. A correspondent of the Nihar Nanogpe of the 14th April writes :— Nims, 
ve The system of leasing the grass on embank- April 1éth, 1908. 
Hardship oxused to villagers by ments results in great oppression of the yillagers, for 
sc gn aii whenever 28 cow belonging to one of them hesbens 
to stray on an embankment, both the overseer’s chaprast and the lessee threaten 
to send the animal to the cattle-pound—the one on the ground of injury ta the 
bund, and the other on the ground of injury to the grass. ‘The poor villagera 
ere thus very hard put to it, for be they ever so careful they cannot possibly 
prevent their cattle from now and then straying on the bunds, 

Whether or no there be grass on the bund, if a villager finds it necessary 
to take his cow across it he must pay the lessee for permission to do so, The ; 
instructions of Government are that a lessee should cut the grass and remove it iE 
and not allow cattle to graze upon it. But, as a matter of fact, the lessee Ph 
allows the grass to remain on the bund and levies a grazing fee upon the it 
villagers,who have no choice but to pay it. \F 

This oppression may be oe a stop to by — the chaprasi to protect the Hi 
os and by having it sold, from time to time, by the overseer in the mufassal. 
In that case the grass will be cut and removed, and the present oppression will 
cease. It ‘is only during autumn and the rains that grass grows, so that even 
if'the ‘present leasing system be continued, the lessee should be allowed to Ait 
exercise the right of sending tresspassing cattle to the cattle-pound only during Hie 
those two seasons. | is 


VI.—-MiscELLANEOUs, 


72. ‘The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 11th April does not see what reasons —Baraavanr, 
The Badb-Geys'templaqusstion led the Government to re-open the question of the April 10h, 1908. 
—— “possession of the Budh-Gaya temple and to appoint 
e' Commission to enquire whether the temple should remain in the possession of 
® ‘Hindu mahanta or should be made over to Buddhists. The question has been 
decided by the High Court: in favour of the Hindus, and the Government of 
‘India should see ‘that it is not re-opened. ao 
78. ‘The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 12th April sees nothing but amuse- payors, 
tie ceeds: we and piomre-seevn’ in Conferences and Con- pri 12h, 1908, 
(ontecenn  mPore Provincial presses. There are only high-sounding but empty 
egos speeches and cheers from the audience, and eating 
and drinking at ‘others’ expense. The whole "ag passes without a single ° 
thought or‘act for ‘the good of the country till the time for the meeting of 
the'next Conference comes, The friends and supporters of Conferences arp 
but'a drop in the ocean compared with ‘the vast population of Bengal. Yet, 
why so many parties aud sections in this infinitisimally small community? 
Why is there no common leader of all? Shishir Kumar, Surendra Nath, 
Narendra Nath, Bhupendra Nath, Bisharad, every one has got his own party 
Why should it be so Why is there no true leader? No good work can b 
accomplished when there are so many parties in such a small community. 
74. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th April mye that Mr. 
eid. Dharmapala, a Buddhist ascetic of Ceylon, is 
the Semple of Budh-Geys, making another effort to recover “possession of 
the’ Budh-Gaya ‘temple which has long been in the possession of ‘Hindu 
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Pandas. It is hoped that Government will not make a new settlement egardr 
ing the se, 
75. e People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 13th April has the follow. 


ing in its English columns :— 

“Tt is somewhat remarkable that most of th 
Indian Judges of the different High Courts in this 
country should have been active promoters of the Congress movement and 
Presidents of one or other of its sessions before their elevation to the Bench 
This fairly gives the lie to the assertion made in certain quarters that the 
leaders of the Congress are marked men in the black lists of the Government 
and can never be the recipients of any gubernatorial bounty or favour, The 
late Messrs, Telang and Ranade were devoted Congressmen before they were 
translated to the Bench. Mr. Justice Tyabji of the same High Court presided 
over a Congress session and had the manliness to proclaim from his place in 
the Bench of the Bombay High Court when in connection witha newspaper 
defamation case certain reflections had been made by learned counsel on the 
loyalty of Congressmen that he considered the fact of his having once been 
chosen to preside over that movament the highest honour that he received in his 
born days. Mr. Justice Chandravarkar presided over a session of the Congress 
after his appointment to the Bench of the Bombay High Court had been gazetted 
and might be expected to return to his old love when he had served out his 
term on the Bench, Coming nearer home we find that Mr, Justice Gurudas 
Bannerji was Chairman of the Reception Committee of the first Calcutta Con. 
gress, and was subsequently raised to the High Court Bench. And as if tolend 
further colour to our assertion, there comes from the Southern Presidency the 
news that the Hon’ble Mr. Sankar Nair, who was President of the Nagpur 
session of the Congress, if we remember aright, has been appointed Judge of 
the Madras High Court in the place of Mr. Justice Davies on leave.” , 

76. The Pesple and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 14th April has the follow- 

« Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty, ~—— oe English columns :— 


‘‘ Lord Curzon’s term of office will expire next 
December in the ordinary course of things. And he must now be telling him- 


self along with others ‘‘ To go or not to go, that’s the question.” There are 
those who are churlish and ill-natured enough not to see any merit in the present 
Viceroy, and they may perhaps address him in this connection in the language 
enmployed by Lady Macbeth to her husband’s guests when the spectre of mur- 
dered Banquo proved itself the death-head at the banquet ‘ Don’t stand on the 
order of going, but go.” We may have been greatly disappointed in Lord 
Curzon—he may have raised in us expectations which have never been fulfilled 
—but we shall none the less refuse to subscribe to such a sentiment. His 
Excellency’s failure is principally due to his sublime self-consciousness— his 
profound faith in his own infallibility and omniscience —and his natural prone- 
ness to treat the Indian people asa race of precocious, over-grown children 
who do not know what is good for them, and who though they be indulged 
with sweets and jam and chocolates so long they remain good and are not 
naughty must be taken between the kneesand ‘‘spanked” as soon as they 
begin to stand upon their rights and take the liberty of having a mind of their 
own. Barring this intensely pedagogic temperament there is no doubt about 
the fact that His Excellency has his good points, and is, taken all in all, by 
far the most well-meaning Viceroy who ever moulded tho destinies of the Indian 


people. He always means well by the people, though unfortunately his ideas 
of what is likely to tend to their advantage do not coincide with their ideas on 


the same head. Hence all the difference and misunderstanding that have 
arisen between the two from time to time. For the rest, what Viceroy did ever 
have such a stubborn sense of duty—such fine conscientiousness—as the noble- 
man who now presides over our affairs! He never spares himself in order to 
do full justice to the duties of his exalted office. He is unflagging in his 
exertions to introduce reforms in the different branches of the administration 
and leave the country better than he found it. The amount of work he 
manages to knock off ina day is such as may well put us younger men to- 
shame. He is always hard on the ground the whole livelong day and far into 
the hours of the night, and if we can believe the Indian Review he never retires 
till well on towards the small hours of the morning. His head never touches 
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a pillow, it is said, before 2 a.m. And though he turns in 80 late he manages 
generally to get up with the lark to go through the same incessant round of 
foil and moil again. And he does this immense lot of work in a country which 
is not his own, and the dust and heat of which do not lend themselves as well 
to hard work as the genial climate of his own island home. He is besides 
getting on in years, and is no longer as young as he used to be. Thata Vice- 
roy who thus systematically deprives imself of rest and sleep that he may 
crowd the greatest possible work into a single day is actuated by the best of 
intentions towards the people is a fact which goes without saying, only his 
good intentions do not stand the people in as much stead as could be wished. 
We are all familiar with the saying of Jeremy Taylor (or was it some other 
divine? that ‘hell is paved with good intentions.” One never gets credit for 
these good intentions so long as they are not followed up with good deeds. This 
may be hard lines on one, specially when we remember that according to the 
Bible to think evil is just the same as doing evil. 

But facts are facts and they cannot be blinked, whatever may be the case 
in heaven or the other place. The world never gives the credit for good in- 
tentions, though in the case of these intentions being unholy or bad the same 
world is ready enough to haul a man over the coals, And though Lord 
Curzon has been inspired by such lofty aims and noble purposes in his thoughts 
and has worked so very hard to translate the same thoughts into deeds he has 
not been so far able to make much headway. Most of the reforms on which 
he is said to have set his heart have yet to be initiated. The 12 problems 
to the solution of which he has addressed himself remain as yet unsolved, 
though he has done everything that could be reasonable expected of him to 
hasten their solution, Some of the commissions which he has appointed to 
inqure into the said problems and collect information upon which he could 
safely proceed without incurring the risk of taking a leap in the dark, are still 
sitting. Some no doubt, have concluded their labours, but their recommenda- 
tions have evoked such a storm of popular opposition that he has to traverse 
the same ground all over again, and give the public every opportunity to have 
their say and indicate the direction along which, in their opinion, the reform 
under contemplation should proceed. The public are unwilling to pin their 
faith to the sleeves of Commissions and believe implicitly in their infallibility. 
As an English public man of considerable experience and judgment he knows 
the unwisdom of changing horses in midstream. His successor may be a man 
with a will of his own, and have his own hobby horses to ride. He may not 
like to carry out the reforms recommended by His Excellency, and may allow 
things, as soon as Lord Curzon’s back is turned upon this country, to settle back 
into their old grooves, There is again the Victoria Memorial Hall scheme with 
which Lord Curzon has so closely identified himself, and he cannot leave this 
rn without seeing it launched on a fair way to success, The Taj took 
several decades in building, and the Taj of modern India cannot be built in a 
day. His Excellency must have foreseen these difficulties when he took office, 
and could not but have bargained for an extension. He has himself said 
somewhere (and we give his own words) that having set his hand to the plough 
he has no intention to look back until the end of the furrow was in sight. He 
has committed himself to a certain programme, and he cannot leave this country 
without carrying that programme through. And as for an extension he ma 
have it for the mere asking. And considering that there was nothing in his 
last Budget speech to indicate that it was veritably his last, it is more than 
likely that he will take an extension. In that case, may his new term be more 
fruitful of blessings to the people than bis old turn has been. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 18th April, 1908. 
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